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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Spring is finally here, and it certainly was a winter to remember.  Faced with near record-breaking snowfall and 
sub-zero days, Village services were put to the test. Through it all, with Public Works and Public Safety personnel 
on the front lines, and the office staff handling emergency calls for assistance, our Village services performed 
with tireless effort and got the job done. 

This would not have been possible without the interagency support Willow Springs received working together 
with the West Suburban Water Commission. Besides dealing with seemingly never ending broken water mains, 
Commission staff worked side by side with Village personnel to handle the most extreme weather conditions. It 
is also appropriate to note the efforts of local youths who assisted stuck motorists and good-hearted neighbors 
who pitched in to assist seniors and those in need.   

Knowing there’s something to be gained from every challenge, the Village reviewed and strengthened its 
procedures to further improve on public services. Public Works trucks are now equipped with GPS to ensure all 
areas of the Village are plowed in the most efficient method. After assessing the toll the harsh winter took on our 
machinery, the Village has budgeted for two new plow trucks to modernize the fleet.

The Spring season means the Village is once again assessing streets as part of our annual Street Maintenance 
and Resurfacing Program.  Implemented in 2008, the Village has invested nearly $2 million in local rebuilding 
roads.  This has been accomplished through our local penny sales tax without impacting property owners.  In 
addition, this year’s Street Program will address the permanent repair of the pot holes left from a winter of road 
salt and constant plowing. A permanent patch can only be applied in warm weather temperatures.  

This summer, IDOT plans to add turn lanes, new signalization, a combined walk/bike path along Archer Avenue at 
Willow Springs Road. In addition, to assist the business community, the Village has worked with IDOT to line up 
the entrances of Old Willow and Market Street to improve accessibility. 

I am pleased to announce that two Hazardous Materials Disposal Days are scheduled for this Spring in our 
area: May 4 at Moraine Valley Community College and May 17 at 55th and East Ave. More details are included 
this newsletter. The EPA is once again funding this very useful program which keeps hazardous materials from 
contaminating our environment.  

Also inside this newsletter, please take time to read some very positive news regarding Willow Springs’ safety 
rating. Our Village is rated one the safest communities in the State, and the safest in the South Suburban area.  
Besides the peace of mind that living a secure neighborhood brings, this rating positively affects our properties 
values.

For a great example of how one person can make a difference, please read the story inside of a man whose 
decision to get involved and call the police helped solve a crime. 

Please mark your calendars for the upcoming Village events, including the April 26 “Clean Willow Day” and 
the April 27 Lion’s Pork Chop Dinner. Please support the Village’s newly formed Events Committee as it plans 
a summer of great entertainment. Thursday, August 7, marks our 7th Annual Benefit Car Show. Due to the 
tremendous support for the event, the Village has amended the Family and Veterans Relief Fund eligibility list 
to include more charitable Veterans organizations. Last month the Relief Fund approved a $500 donation to our 
local VFW post, in addition to assisting three other Veterans groups. Proceeds from the Benefit Car Show are 
distributed to needy families and Veterans.      

Before you know it, school will be letting out.  Please remember to keep our streets safe for our children.

Kindest Regards,

Alan
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Village Calendar
Date  Time Event Site: Address
April 26 Saturday 10 - Noon Clean Willow Day Public Works Building: 8261 Willow Spring Rd.

April 27 Sunday Noon - 5 p.m. Lions Pork Chop Dinner Community Center:8156 Archer Ave.

May - Monday* by 7 a.m. Branch pick up    *1st and 3rd Mondays South Side of the River edge of your property 

May - Monday* by 7 a.m. Branch pick up    *2nd and 4th Mondays  North Side of the River (not in street)

May 3 Saturday 8 - 3 p.m. Hazardous Waste Collections (Palos Hills) Moraine Valley College: 9000 W. College Pky.

May 4 Sunday 12 - 3:30 p.m. Steam-N-Diezels Open House (Model Trains) Community/Seniors Center: 8156 Archer Ave.

May 17 Saturday 8 - 3 p.m. Hazardous Waste Collections (Countryside) Countryside City Hall: 5550 East Ave. 

May 26 Monday 11 a.m. Memorial Day Ceremony Memorial Corner: 8700 Archer

May 27 Tuesday  Note: Garbage Pick Up One Day Later Due to Holiday  

June 7 Saturday 10 a.m. Kids Fishing Derby   Healing Waters: Willow West Drive

June 7 Saturday 1 - 3 p.m. Dog Park Social  Blackstone and Park

June 26-29 Thurs.-Sun. 8 - 4 p.m. Village Wide Yard Sales Village Wide

July 3 Thursday At Dusk Fire Works Display Pleasantdale Park District: 7425 S. Wolf Rd.

Aug. 7 Thursday 2 - 9:30 p.m. 7th Annual Benefit Car Show Town Center: One Village Circle

Aug. 8 Friday 6 - 9 p.m. Concert  (Events Committee) Town Center: One Village Circle
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2013 Recycling Analysis



Pg. 6



Pg. 7



Pg. 8

Willow Springs Named “Safest” in
Southland Region

Willow Springs is the safest town in the area, according to a recently published article in the Southtown/Sun-Times newspaper. Highlighting 
the results of a safety study performed by the organization “Safe Wise,” the article noted that Willow Springs ranked 1st in the South 
Suburbs due to its low crime rates. Ranked 20th overall in the State, Willow Springs joined the company of other top-20 towns in the 
Chicago area including Lake Forest, Inverness, Western Springs, Sugar Grove, and Lindenhurst.

In its report, “The 50 Safest Cities in Illinois,” Safe Wise said it compiled information from the most recent FBI Crime Report along with 
its own independent research. To make the list, a city had to have a population of more than 5,000 as of 2012 and needed to meet criteria 
regarding both violent and property crimes, according to FBI statistics from 2012. Analyzing these crimes, Safe Wise noted that it then 
calculated the chance of these crimes happening out of 1,000 in order to level the playing field for the different populations of each city.

Mayor Alan Nowaczyk said continued emphasis on sharing information with residents as it becomes available has paid dividends.

“The key is getting the word out quickly whether there is crime here or in a nearby community. This has always been a very involved, 
tight-knit community. People look out for each other and work together with our emergency personnel to keep our town safe,” said Mayor 
Nowaczyk.  

In addition to reverse 911 phone system warnings, in 2012 Mayor Nowaczyk directed a door-to-door police initiative in response to a report 
of burglaries in the area. The result was a local resident providing the description of a van used by a Chicago burglary ring which preyed 
on Willow Springs and several surrounding communities. Working together in a police task force, Willow Springs was credited with making 
the arrest in the case.  

“If you make the extra effort, if you give people with opportunity to come forward by reaching out to them, you can make your community 
safe.  It also becomes a deterrent to any other would-be criminals,” the Mayor added.

The Safe Wise Reports described Willow Springs in the following manner:

“The homey village of Willow Springs begs visitors to don a cozy sweater and watch the city’s children play with a steaming cup of coffee 
at the city park. And you can do so with the peace of mind that there were only four violent crimes reported in 2012 – impressive for a 
town of over 5,000 people.

This tranquil, yet involved, community hosts many local events such as an annual Holiday and Remembrance concert and car shows. This 
rural and modest village was also used as a set location for the film “The Lake House” starring Sandra Bullock and Keanu Reeves. Just 
as Bullock and Reeves’ characters fell in love, humble Willow Springs could be the perfect place for you to find that special someone.”

Violent Crimes Per 1,000: 0.72
Property Crimes Per 1,000: 6.67

The Lions Club enjoys the warm surroundings of the Illinois Billiard Club at their annual Christmas party.
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Worker Delivers the Goods on the Bad Guys
While working his route as a delivery truck driver one cold January day, Zachary Broderick notice men carrying filled pillow cases, running 
from a Willow Springs home.  Knowing that something didn’t seem right, he quickly parked and used his cell phone to call the Willow 
Springs Police to report an apparent home burglary.

With information dispatched across the police radio band, three suspects were apprehended in nearby Justice and all the stolen property 
was recovered intact.

“Without the help of Mr. Broderick, it is quite possible the offenders would have gotten away and the proceeds never recovered,” said Chief 
Kearney while presenting the award at the March 13 Village Board meeting.

About a month prior, Broderick had helped Police investigating the circumstances of a reported theft of mail order packages delivered to 
Willow Springs addresses.  At that time, Police asked that he report anything suspicious he encountered on his route.  When he saw the 
two men running, the police number was only a quick dial from his cell phone.  

In presenting the award to Broderick, Chief Kearney noted that he had done exactly what police had asked if he ran into such a situation:  
he did not physically confront the suspects and quickly called police to provide a description. 

Zachary Broderick receives a “Good Citizen” award from Mayor Alan Nowaczyk and Police Chief Richard Kearney.
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Willow Springs Historical Society News
Greetings from the historical society! WOW! Another year has passed and we are still around collecting and calling for more 
historic information and artifacts as usual. 

We would like to give a big “Thank You” to Mrs. Suzanne Bobinsky for her recent gift of a copy of all her collections  of oral 
and written histories; she has been working on for the last dozen years. It is a great gift to receive and preserve for future 
interested parties.

Also, want to report that our members, Don (Slim) McKenna and Suzanne Jablon are on the mend and our member, Winnie 
Sewers is now on our prayer list and we hope she will heal quickly. Stop by and see our new display and recent artifacts if 
you can. Still open on the 1st Saturday of the month  from  10:00 to 1:00 p.m. Monthly meetings are still the 3rd Monday of 
the month at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome.
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Willow Springs Residents Call Today for Our $10.00 Special
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Tri-State Firefighters
Come to Aide of Deer in Icy Rescue

Firefighters braved frigid temperatures to wade into the icy waters of the Des Plaines River on Dec. 9, 2013 in an attempted 
rescue of a helpless 300-pound deer who had broken through shallow ice near Columbia Woods in Willow Springs.

Tri-State firefighters assigned to the Willow Springs fire station just across Willow Springs Road responded to the scene 
after Willow Springs Police received a call from a jogger around 8:51 a.m. While the recuse crew worked in the river, three 
news helicopters from Chicago TV stations covered the rescue live from the air, while other reporters and photographers 
covered the story at the scene and through a barrage of phone calls. The story was carried in various news outlets inside 
and outside Illinois. 

Donned in protective gear, firemen took turns working in the freezing water to avoid exposure while eventually coaxing the 
deer toward shore. Fire and police personnel worked with Animal Welfare Society personnel to pull the struggling deer from 
the River. Despite best efforts, the deer died shortly after being transported to an animal hospital in Chicago Ridge. 

“We were disappointed we could not save the animal; but the training procedures, equipment and communications all went 
very well,” said Fire Chief Jack Mancione.

The unfortunate ending for the deer is a reminder of the dangers of frozen water.

 “We are always ready for a situation like this when waters freeze over and kids and adults start to enjoy skating and ice 
fishing or even hiking across the waters. This time it was a deer; it just as easily could have been a person. It’s a good time 
for parents to sit down and remind their kids what can happen when you play on the ice,” he added. 
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ComEd Offers Safety Tips on Flooded Basements

Storms bring a risk of basement flooding.  Because so many people have critical systems and other electronic devices in 
their basements, there is a higher risk of electrocution when entering a flooded basement to assess damage. ComEd offers 
the following safety tips for customers with flooded basements.

• Customers should call ComEd at 1-800-EDISON-1 (1-800-334-7661) to disconnect power before entering a  
   flooded basement.

• Never wade into a flooded basement unless all electricity has been disconnected (such as power that  
   supplies sump pumps, freezers, etc.). Water may be in contact with electrical outlets, appliances or cords.

• If you are experiencing a power outage, do not wade into a flooded basement. Power may be restored  
   while you are in the flooded basement and the motors on appliances may be submerged.

• Never attempt to turn off power at the breaker box if you must stand in water to do so.

• Never operate electrical appliances or devices or touch electrical switches, outlets or cords if you are  
   standing in water or are on a wet surface, of if you are wet.

• Be aware of any electrical equipment that could be energized and in contact with water.

Public safety is paramount during storms and ComEd encourages the public to remember to take the following precautions:

• Never approach a downed power line. If you encounter a downed power line, immediately call ComEd at  
   1-800-EDISON1 (1-800-334-7661) or access our website at ComEd.com and report the location. Spanish- 
   speaking customers should call 1-800-95-LUCES (1-800-955-8237).

• Check on elderly and other sensitive family members and neighbors to ensure their safety, and in the  
   event of an extended outage, assist them in reaching an alternate location.

If customers experience a power outage, they can text OUT to 26633 (COMED) to report their outage and receive restoration 
information, and can follow the company on Twitter @ComEd or on Facebook at Facebook.com/ComEd to stay up to 
date on the latest ComEd storm restoration information. ComEd also has an interactive outage map on its website, which 
allows customers to easily find information on the location and size of outages and get estimated power restoration times. 
Additionally, ComEd has introduced a mobile app for iPhone and Android® smart phones that gives customers the ability to 
report power outages and manage their accounts.
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Model RailRoad Club
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E-mail:

Phone: 708.467.3700
Fax: 708.467.3710
Web: www.willowsprings-il.gov

 info@willowsprings-il.gov

Of�ce Hours:

Monday through Friday:  
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.*

*Every 2nd and 4th Thursday:  
11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Village Committee/Board Meetings: 
2nd and 4th Thursday of each month, 
at 7 p.m.

Willow Springs Occupant
Willow Springs, IL 60480
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One Village Circle • Willow Springs, IL 60480

ECRWSS

Holistic Healing
Massages with the Healing Energies

Reg. $50-60 /hour
Nails - Sterilized Tools

Organic supplement & Vit.
www.amway.com/grazyna

(free registration) 
Grazyna Kwintal  - BIONATURE

tel. 1 (708) 415- 4044
www.bionaturestudio.com


