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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Just about a year ago, after changing our Fire Department service from part-time to full-time 
firefighters, the Village’s fire protection rating climbed from its existing “9” rating, to a ”3.” That change 
occurred due to upgraded equipment, staffing and general readiness of our firefighters. Today I am 
pleased to announce that Willow Springs’ rating has achieved a rating of “2,” the highest residential 
fire rating attainable. Besides lowering insurance premiums for business owners and residents alike, 
the bottom line is our residents are assured of the best possible firefighting and ambulance service 
when seconds count. Congratulations to the dedicated team of professionals at Tri-State and the 
Black, Gold and Red divisions who work out of our firehouse at 8259 Willow Springs Road.

The Village continues to move forward with initiatives to improve the quality of life for local residents 
while working within the balance of nature that blesses our community. Last month, the Village learned 
it is one of a handful of communities selected to receive a planning and technical assistance grant 
to better accommodate pedestrian and bicycling traffic in our area. Active Transportation Alliance 
will work together with our staff for the next 18 months on goals that will connect existing and plan 
additional bike trails and pathways. The “walkability” of a community is one of the criteria that many 
home shoppers research when deciding where to live. Trails and walkways further enhance property 
values.  It is also another option for residents and visitors to access local businesses and amenities.

Thank you all who helped make the 2015 Illinois State Road Championships a great success last 
month.  More than 500 bicycle riders and their families participated in the races July 19, bringing more 
positive exposure and consumers to Willow Springs. Thanks to our Public Safety team that kept traffic 
moving smoothly and ensured the safety of participants and spectators.  

Please be sure to come out to support our Annual Benefit Car Show on Thursday, August 7, from  
4 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. in the Village Center. Live music, grilled food and beverages will help you enjoy 
the 400-plus show cars this event attracts. Beneficiaries this year include: Honor Flight Chicago, 
Wounded Warrior Project, our American Legion Post 832, and Viet Nam Veterans of America. Free 
shuttles will run continuously from the Willowbrook Ballroom, 8900 Archer, and from Our Lady Mother 
of the Church, 116 Hilton. Local businessman, Mike Lavery, brings his “Whiskey Road Band” to entertain 
the crowd of around 3,000.  

If you have a taste for locally brewed beer, or simply want to listen to music and enjoy a selection of 
food, the Midwest Brewers Fest will host more than 50 area brewers and 3 live bands from 1 p.m. until  
5 p.m. on Saturday, August 22, in the Village Center. Proceeds from this 501c3 organization are 
donated to charity. 

Please enjoy the rest of the summer and slow down to keep our streets safe for our children.

Warmest Regards,

Alan
New ambulance, top fire rating for Village Fire Department (p.4)
Event: “Benefit Car Show” rolls out Thursday August 6 (p. 8)
Event: “Midwest Brewers Fest” on tap Sunday Aug 22 (p. 9)
Survey: Tell Metra how to improve service for our town (p. 27)

Inside This Issue



2



3



4



5



6



7



8



9



10



 
Events Recap 

“Central Bark” Dog Park 
Opening Day 

Many residents and their furry 
friends enjoyed Saturday, June 13 at 
the Opening Day of “Central Bark.” 

Thanks to the generosity of the 
Animal Welfare Society, services 
such as dog and cat adoptions, 

micro-chipping, nail trimming, and 
select shots were offered at a 

discount. Animal lovers got to shop, 
enter contests, and win prizes. 

Yummy treats were provided for 
pups and their owners alike.  

A big thanks to Animal Welfare and 
we are looking forward to 

welcoming you back next year. 

Help your dog make 
new friends and run off 

the leash. Become a 
member of “Central 

Bark” for just 40 bucks. 
Your pet deserves it! 

Call 708-467-3700. 

New for 2015! Check 

out the “small dog” area 
at “Central Bark” 
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What a great Saturday morning it was for this 
year’s “Clean Willow Day!” A record-setting 40 
earth-friendly volunteers, ages 4 to 69, showed 
their ‘green’ colors to clean up their town. 
Everyone, young and old, can make a difference. 
Make plans to celebrate Earth Day next April.  
 
   “You can’t be ‘green’ unless you clean” 
 

Events Recap 
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Kids had a hoppin’ good time on March 28  
at the Easter Egg Hunt at Lions Park.  The hunt  
was on for hidden treasures inside the eggs at  
this annual ritual hosted by the  
Events Committee. Thanks to Tri-State Fire  
for bringing the Easter Bunny to town to pose for 
photos with the children. 
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Thank you to all who came 
out on Monday, May 25 to 
honor our fallen heroes.  
A special thank you to 

members of the William R. 
Edmondson Post 832.  

Memorial Remembrance Ceremony 
Events  
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 

Willow Springs Historical Society would like to thank everyone who attended our 
Military Display on May 5th. We also had a Knife display and a guest who explained 
how to make them.  

 Our new display is on “Old Time” cameras so whenever you can,   
please stop in and take a look. We are still available on the first  
Saturday of each month and our meetings continue to be held  
at 7:00 p.m. on the third Monday of the month.  We are always  
looking for new members  so stop by to look us over.  

 

Jean Thode, President 

 

Willow Springs Police Provide Support for 4th of July Parade
Willow Springs Police Department arrives early to participate in Congressman Dan Lipinski’s Annual 4th of July Parade.   
Greeting Willow Springs newest Police Officer Chase Langeler is Willow Springs resident, and one of the Congressman’s 
staff members, Joe Bonomo. 
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Clubs &
O

rganizations 
WILLOW SPRINGS SENIOR CLUB NEWS 

 
The Willow Springs Senior Club meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 

the Senior/Community Center (8156 Archer Ave.) at 10:30 a.m. The meeting 
begins at 11 a.m. We try to present guest speakers that are relevant to our age 
group, ages 55 and older. The meetings are followed with a catered lunch, 
raffles, and BINGO. We are now accepting members from any of the areas near 
Willow Springs.  

Our activities include card playing on Mondays and Fridays with 
tournaments ongoing. The poker game for April was “Jacks or better, 
deuces wild.” The winners were 1st: Tom Zwinak, 2nd: Gilbert Parent, and 
3rd: Mike Smiegielski. The May poker game was “After the Queen.” The 
winners were 1st: Gloria Arbuckle, 2nd: Bob Faulk, and 3rd: Carol 
Smiegielski. The Pinochle winners for April were 1st: Otto Miller, 2nd: 
Adrienne Hansen, and 3rd: Fred Ichnowski. The May winners were 1st: Betty 
Kostalnek, 2nd: Fred Ichnowski, and 3rd: Ed Wahochowich. Congrats to all.  

The Cook County Law Enforcement Academy began on May 13 and 
is continuing through June with meetings June 10 and 17 at the Justice 
Village Hall. For information call 708-974-6042, the Cook County Sheriff’s 
Office.  

The seniors were treated to a lunch and entertainment by the 
superintendent and principal of Willow Springs School as a special thank 
you for the Academic Achievement Award we present at the school’s 8th 
grade graduation each year. This year our Vice President, Sandra Munch, 
presented the award to Nicholas Saenz. The seniors were entertained by 
the 7th and 8th grade band and the Kindergarten and 1st graders. Our 
thanks to all.  

The “Book Swap” is open Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 
10:00 am to 1:00 pm for any adult village resident who wishes to take out 
books.  New books are being added all the time.  

For information on any of the above, call Jean Mrkacek, Vice 
President, at 839-1491 or Dolores Nedved, President at 839-5696. 
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Place your Willow Springs  

business ad here 

Call 708-467-3700 
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Ashbary Coffee House 
Coffee House/Food/Drinks...…………. 

 
708-839-6963 

Bonnie’s Dining & Banquets 
Restaurant/Banquets…...……………. 

 
708-839-5820 

C.C.’s Grove Inn 
Restaurant/Bar……………………. 708-839-1959 

Dunkin Donuts 
Donut Shop………………………. 708-467-0960 

Greco’s of Willow Springs 
Restaurant…..…………………… 708-839-0333 

Imperial Oak Brewing 
Micro Brewery…….………………. 

 
708-559-7311 

Irish Legend 
Irish Pub/Restaurant..……………… 

 
708-330-5264 

Judy’s Friendly Tap 
Tavern…………………………... 

 
708-839-9508 

Mo’s Willow Pub & Grub 
Restaurant/Bar..…………………… 

 
708-467-0400 

My Way Café  
Restaurant……………...………… 

 
708-839-1600 

Royalty West Banquets 
Banquet Hall………....…………… 

 
708-839-5200 

Spring Forest Deli II 
Deli……………...……………… 

 
708-839-1056 

Subway 
Fast Food………………………... 

 
708-467-0960 

Tropical Sno (Seasonal) 
Shaved Ice Stand………………….. 708-698-5065 

Willowbrook Ballroom 
Ballroom, Banquets.....……………… 

 
708-839-1000 

Willow Springs Family Restaurant 
Restaurant………....……………… 

 
708-467-3839 

A Best Heating & Cooling
Heating & A/C……………………. 

 
708-839-5550 

Air Design Systems
Heating & A/C……………………. 630-654-1900 

Assured Air
Heating & A/C……………………. 708-839-5760 

Bower Woods
Wood Working…………………… 708-330-5180 

Crest Concrete Coatings
Concrete Contractor……...………… 

 
708-485-9700 

Father & Son Landscaping
Landscaping……………………… 

 
708-430-4746 

Mazur & Son Construction
General Contractor………………… 

 
708-839-5959 

Ruiz Lawn Maintenance
Lawn Care…..…………………… 

 
708-839-0414 

Streamline Construction
Construction & Development………… 

 
708-216-9700 

Argo Roofing
Roofing Contractor…....…………… 

 
708-354-3107 

Dr. John Arce
Dentist…………………………. 

 
708-839-9636 

Dr. Nuemann
Dentist …………………...……. 

 
708-467-1000 

Baltierres Dental P.C.
Dentist………..………………... 

 
773-582-7200 

Healing Hands Physical Therapy 
Physical Therapist………...………. 708-915-0950 

Law Offices of Martin Ptasinski 
Attorney at Law………………… 708-467-0000 

Joseph J. Baukert
Attorney at Law ………………… 

 
708-387-0200 

V. Billie Slimos
Attorney at Law ………………… 708-839-0300 

Zarzycki Manor Chapels
Funeral Home...…………………. 

 
708-839-8999 

Visit These Gems…. 

In Willow Springs
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2 Bici 
Bicycle Shop……………………. 

 
708-330-5234 

Lavery Express Transportation 
Transportation Company...……..…..…… 708-598-6100 

7-Eleven 
Gas Station…………………….. 

 
708-467-0228 

Memory Lane Stables
Horse Stables………………………... 708-845-0865 

All Fur One Grooming 
Dog Grooming………………...… 

 
708-839-9200 

National Title Center
Title Insurance Company...………..…… 708-375-1400 

Bionature Massage, Healing & Nails 
Bioenergy Consulting…...………… 

 
708-415-4044 

Nexeo Solutions
Chemical Solvent Distributor...…………… 708-588-2900 

Blue 22 Vapor 
Electronic Cigarette Vapor Shop......….. 

 
708-330-5020 

Northwestern Mortgage Company 
Mortgage Company ………………..… 708-839-4900 

Chair Covers By Sylwia 
Linen Rental….………………… 

 
708-294-5200 

Pekron Consulting
Environmental Consulting………….…… 708-839-0600 

CMS Publishing 
Publishing….....………………… 

 
708-839-9201 

Rapid Reimbursement Solutions 
Medical Billing Solutions...……………… 708-467-0813 

Comprehensive Planning 
Insurance & Securities..…………… 

 
708-839-9100 

Remax Market
Real Estate Office…………..………… 708-839-8100 

Cross Tread Industries 
Manufacturing………………...… 

 
630-850-7100 

Rowell Chemical Corporation
Chemical Distributor...……………….… 708-839-1707 

D & B Heating & Cooling 
Heating & Air Conditioning ………... 

 
708-839-0711 

Sarah’s Pony Rides
Horse Stables and Pony Rides……..…… 630-802-1316 

Dark Water Studio 
Tattoo Studio………………….. 

 
708-598-0999 

Sandi Auto & Truck Repair
Auto Repair…..……………..............… 708-839-1515 

Dead Serious Tattoos 
Tattoo Studio…………………. 

 
708-467-0951 

Shine Institute
Chinese Herbal Therapy……………….. 708-467-0997 

Fanaberia 
Hair Salon & Day Spa……………. 

 
708-467-0455 

Sirvicious Rooming House
Rooming House……….……………… 708-839-8597 

First Merit Bank 
Financial Institution ……...……… 

 
708-839-3054 

Soul Proprietor
Spiritual Guidance…………………….. 708-277-4958 

Gemcom 
Fire & Safety Systems...…………... 

 
708-839-6840 

Southerland Storage & Towing 
Storage & Towing ….………………… 708-839-1869 

Grand Prairie Transit 
School Bus Company...…………… 

 
630-655-8739 

Speedway
Gas Station………………………….. 708-467-0960 

Great Lakes Credit Union 
Financial Institution……………… 

 
847-578-7000 

State Farm Insurance
Insurance Office ………………….…... 708-839-1700 

Holly’s Happy Hounds 
Dog Services…………… 

 
708-214-6242 

Team United Martial Arts Academy 
Martial Arts Studio……………………. 708-314-9653 

Holly on the Spot 
Professional & Personal Assistance….... 

 
708-214-6242 

Tec Air
Manufacturing...……………………… 708-839-1400 

Illinois Billiard Club 
Billiards Club…...…………..…… 

 
708-839-1331 

Valvoline
Motor Oil Manufacturing...……………… 708-579-4660 

Kay’s Food & Liquor 
Liquor Store……………………. 

 
708-839-8383 

Willow Florist
Florist………………………..…… 708-839-0009 

Kukuc Photography 
Photography Studio……………… 

 
708-929-4136 

Willow Springs Hardware
Hardware Store………………………. 708-839-1040 
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We are not Laying 
off!!  
$ Competitive salary  
$ Work all year 
$ Paid Training 
$ Extra Hours Availa-
ble 
$ 7 Paid Holidays 
$ Dental, Vision, and Healthcare Insurance 
   
    

100 East Hill Street 
Villa Park, IL 60181 

Phone: 630-279 2720 CALL NOW 

School Bus Drivers for our 
Villa Park Location 
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1. What town are you from?

2. How many days a week do you take the Metra?
less than once a week three times a week

once a week four times a week

twice a week five days a week

3. What station do you take the Metra from?
Willow Springs Station

Other

4. How do you get to the train station?
I walk I drive

I bike taxi or bus

5. What train times do you/would you utilize the most?
morning trains evening trains

mid‐day trains weekends

6. How often would you take the train from Willow Springs if there was service 7 days a week?
less than once a week five days a week

once or twice a week six days a week

three or four days a week seven days a week

7. If you could add one train time to the current schedule, what time would you add?

8. How often would you use weekend  service from Willow Springs if it was offered?
never about 3 weekends a month

about 1 weekend a month about 4 weekends a month

about 2 weekends a month

9. Would you utilize a smart phone app to purchase parking passes for the Metra?
yes not sure

no

10. How satisfied are you with the current Metra service?

After completing the survey, to return by e‐mail, scan the survey and send an e‐mail to spaulsen@willowsprings‐il.gov with 

the  survey attached. You may also drop off  the  completed  survey at  the Willow  Springs Village Hall, mail  it  in  to One 

Village  Circle, Willow Springs, IL 60480 or fax it to 708‐467‐3710. For questions, call 708‐467‐3700.  Please return by 
Aug.15. 

Important Metra Ridership Survey

Thank you for helping us serve you better. Please take a few minutes to tell us about your Metra experience.

very satisfiedsatisfiedneutralunsatisfiedvery unsatisfied
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E-mail:

Phone: 708.467.3700
Fax: 708.467.3710
Web: www.willowsprings-il.gov

 info@willowsprings-il.gov

Of�ce Hours:
Monday through Friday:  
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.*

*Every 2nd and 4th Thursday:  
11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Village Committee/Board Meetings: 
2nd and 4th Thursday of each month, 
at 7 p.m.

Willow Springs Occupant
Willow Springs, IL 60480

Presort Standard
U.S. Postage

PAID
Willow Springs

Permit #19

One Village Circle • Willow Springs, IL 60480

ECRWSS

2015 Calendar of Willow Springs Events

Aug. 6  Thur. 8th Annual Benefit Car Show 4:00 - 9:30 p.m. Village Center, One Village Circle

Aug. 22  Sat. Midwest Brewer’s Fest 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. Village Center, One Village Circle

Sept. 10  Thur. September 11 Remembrance 6:30 p.m.  Village Hall, One Village Circle

Sept. 12/13  Sat./Sun. A River Thru History  Free Shuttle from U.P.S. in Hodgkins

Oct. 1  Thurs. Branch Pick Up Ends  Place left over branches in yard waste bags for Groot

Oct. 2  Fri. Leaf Pick Up Begins  Rake leaves to your easement

Oct. TBA TBA “Coffee  with the Mayor” 10:00 - Noon Village Hall, One Village Circle

Oct. 2  Fri. Kids’ Halloween Party  Location  TBA

Oct. TBA TBA “Ladies Night Out” Lioness Fundraiser 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. Willowbrook  Ballroom, 8900 Archer Ave.

Nov. 6  Fri. “Vegas Night” Lions Fundraiser 7:00 p.m. - Midnight Royalty West, 8675 Archer

Dec. 5  Sat. Childrens’ Christmas Party Noon - 3:00 p.m. Willowbrook Ballroom, 8900 Archer Ave.

Dec. 5  Sat. Tree Lighting Celebration 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Village Hall, One Village Circle

Date Time Event Time Site
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