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 Davor Zeba—$150 Cash     Melanie Klimek—iPad       Marek Grabis-Laptop 

Trick-or-Treat Hours 4pm - 7pm 

Congratulations 
Willow Fest 2018 

Grand Prize 
Raffle Winners! 



WILLOW SPRINGS RESIDENTS YOU’RE INVITED! 

Thursday October 25th  5 pm to 7:30 pm 
Score Sports Center has teamed up with Mayor John M. Carpino and the Willow Springs Administration to 

present a special private event at Score Sports Center. 

All participants will receive: 
30 Day Guest VIP Membership for you and a friend! 
15% Off at Score Bar and Grill thru November 30th 
2 Personal Training Sessions To Get you started! 

YOUR 30 DAY MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES: 
● High End Toiletries & Luxury bath towels
● 50 complimentary awesome group exercise classes per week including Pilates Reformer
● Steam, Sauna and Whirlpool  located in mens and womens locker rooms
● State of the art cardio equipment, free weight center and complete line of Life Fitness equipment
● Indoor swimming pool for laps and Aquatic Classes
● 3 NBA Basketball Courts
● Juice Bar
● Score Sports Bar & Grill
● Cycling studio

Enjoy appetizers and refreshments as you tour this one of a kind Sport and Fitness Center. 
Mayor John M. Carpino: My administration and I care about our resident’s wellness! I invite you to come 
and enjoy this beautiful facility as our guest for an entire month! I will look forward to meeting you in person 
at the event! 

PLEASE CALL THE CLUB TO RSVP AT 708-330-5544 as event is limited to the first 200 RSVP’s 
ASK FOR JIMMY MARTIN, MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR.  Please RSVP no later than 10/23/18  

Willow Springs residents are welcome to bring non -resident friends to this event. Your friend will also receive a 
30 day membership. 

www.scoresportscenter.com 
8300 Wolf Rd 
Willow Springs, IL 60480 

http://www.scoresportscenter.com/


December 1, 2018 
10:00a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR! 

Open to the Community! 

 Handmade Crafters 
 Unique Holiday Gifts 

 Vendors from our community 
Call Linda at 708-839-2658 for application 

Location : 212 S. Nolton Ave 

Willow Springs, IL 60480 

Christmas Tree 
LighƟng 



 

 

 Beth DiVirgilio  I-80 Auto Parts  Sandi Auto and Truck Repair 

 Bluder's Tree Service  Imperial Oak Brewery  Simpson Dattilo LLC 

 Bruce Zartler  Jacqui Murray State Farm  Sprinkle Family 

 Congressman Dan Lipinski  Judy's Friendly Tap  Steak N' Egger 

 Countryside Bank  Just for Fun Novelties  Storino, Ramello and Durkin 

 Fanaberia Salon and Day Spa  Kustom Towning  Suburban Life Newspaper 

 Fuller's Car Wash  Laborers' Local Union 225  Summit Auto Racing  

 Gabriel Supply/Parts 3 LLC  Louis Cainkar, LTD.  Tami Jo Travel 

 Gemcom  M. DiFoggio Plumbing Co.  TechniCraft Collision Repair Experts 

 Gold Rush Gaming  Medulla Chiro One  Tressler LLP 

 Greco's of Willow Springs  Mistretta Family  Tri-State Fire Department 

 Groot Industries Inc.  Paisan's Pizza  U.P.S. 
 Guy Blando Jewelers  Pleasantdale Park District  West Suburban Water Commission 

 Hoefferle-Butler Engineering  Remax Market  Willow Springs Lions Club 

 Home Depot   Robert Molaro & Assoc.  Willow Springs Repair 

 Hooters Restaurant  Rowell Chemical  Zazzo's Pizza 



Beautification Commission Fall News 
The mission of the Beautification Commission is to work as a community to beautify and enhance our image 

for the residents and businesses of the Village, and though the commission is less than a year old it looks as 

though our members have taken their responsibility to heart. 

Arguably the gateway to the Village is the intersection of Archer and Willow Springs Road, so a lot of work and 

energy has been focused there. 

Many hours were devoted to the Veterans’ Memorial.  The renovated shelter, painting, planting, weeding, 

flower boxes and lights now proudly reflect our gratitude to those who served. 

The other corners have refurbished signage, newly planted grasses, improved lighting and undergone  a major 

clean-up which involved the removal of “temporary” electric poles put up over a decade ago by the condomin-

ium contractor, removing eyesore signage, having abandoned vehicles taken away and enclosing a dumpster. 

The intersection still needs work, but given our limited resources, we are pleased with the progress thus far. 

In April, 40 volunteers helped make Clean-Up Willow Day a great success. Many huge bags of roadside trash 

were picked up, over-grown areas reclaimed, seventy-eight perennials planted around the Village clock and 

the area around the entrance spruced up. Plans are in the works for a tasteful and practical electronic sign to 

take the place of the eyesore ATM which has been removed. Please join us for the next Clean-Up Willow Day 

scheduled for November 17th from 9am-Noon! 

Display cases across from Village Hall were accessed, cleaned and prepared for artists to display their work. 

Local schools and community organizations were also invited to share their work and to publicize local re-

sources.  

Volunteers were recruited to staff a table at Willow Fest 2018 selling raffle tickets and T-shirts to raise funds 

for continued work. These fundraisers allow us to fund our commission projects and we will continue to raise 

money toward that end. 

Thank you to all who participate and assist in our projects, especially the Public Works Department. Not only 

do they help execute some of our projects, they also maintain areas so our efforts are not wasted. The im-

provements at our dog park are a prime example of the need for consistent attention. The willingness of the 

Lions Club to come forward and assist as well has been invaluable, as has generous donations and contribu-

tions from anonymous residents.  To see volunteers come together for the common good is rewarding; to 

know that we’ve only just begun makes it even better! 

The commission is currently working on securing Tree City USA status and has other plans in the works. Your 

help, ideas, suggestions and support are always welcome. We hope to meet many new volunteers on Nov. 

17th, our next Clean-Up Willow Day! 



 

Willow Springs Car Show 2018 
On  Thursday August  2nd we  had  our  11th Annual Classic Car  Show.    It was  the  perfect  day, with  beauƟful 
weather and great cars!  
With over 340 entrants this year, it was the largest show we have ever had. We had cars and show enthusiasts 
from all over the region and parƟcipants were happy that trophies were awarded to the top three winners in 
each of the 26 different divisions. 
A big THANK YOU to all the volunteers and judges who worked very hard to make this year’s show so success‐
ful. We have all year to plan for an even bigger and beƩer show for 2019, so please contact the Village Hall if 
you would like to help out! 

Ernie Moon  
Car Show Chairman 

9-11 Candlelight Vigil 

More than 50 people attended 9-11 Candlelight Vigil Ceremony. Thank you to those who came. 



Community Partnerships Build Success 

In August, the senior club was visited by the SƟckney Township office on aging. They spoke about upcoming 

events and distributed a monthly lunch menu which is available to seniors in Willow Springs. 

In September, our Chief of Police, James Ritz spoke about a Senior S.A.F.E. program that will assist our senior 

residents in need of police or medical assistance. The S.A.F.E. program is designed for senior ciƟzens over 60 

or any village resident that is physically challenged. QuesƟons about the S.A.F.E. program can be answered by 

calling the police department at 708‐839‐2732. Corporal Robert Jennings also came and spoke about new 

scams targeƟng our senior ciƟzens. 

In November the Willow Springs Senior Club will be holding elecƟons for their board of directors… We'll let 

you know who won! Speaking of elecƟons, the general elecƟon is November 6th, which means it's Senior Club 

"Bake Sale" Ɵme. When you come to vote, please stop by and buy some sweets for yourself and your sweeƟe. 

Enjoy the fall colors and if you are interested in becoming a club member, please contact Jean Mrkacek 708‐

839‐1491. If you would like to play poker or pinochle, please call me at 708‐839‐8610. Remember, our library 

of books and movies is available to everyone in our Village on Mondays and Wednesdays from 10:30 to 12pm 

and Friday 10:30 to 2:00pm. 

The Willow Springs Police Department is commiƩed to building and fostering partnerships with our commu‐

nity. As a department, we share a common perspecƟve with those we serve ‐  to focus on individuals who 

compromise the safety and quality of life of our community. The best defense against wrongdoing is the 

community working with their police department and taking an aggressive stand by reporƟng any negaƟve 

influences or criminal acƟviƟes they suspect or witness that are happening. The strength of our crime pre‐

venƟon strategies and our community oriented iniƟaƟves begins with residents who are acƟve in their 

neighborhoods, and with the Willow Springs Police Department.      

By having the honor of being selected as Chief of Police, I bring to you a community oriented philosophy that 

will reinforce our commitment to building successful programs through, and with our children, schools, sen‐

iors, and business partners. In order to be successful with our community programs and iniƟaƟves, we en‐

courage and support the exchange of informaƟon with our residents and school and business associates in 

order to coordinate further acƟviƟes and to promote community prevenƟon and awareness programs.  

To highlight our commitment to engage the Willow Springs community, we just recently launched our Senior 

SAFE Program at a Willow Springs Seniors Club meeƟng.  The Senior SAFE program aids senior residents and 

provides the department with criƟcal informaƟon to assist those in need of police or medical assistance. We 

encourage those who need special assistance to complete the registraƟon form which is available at the po‐

lice department or on our updated website, at village hall, and the Willow Springs Seniors Club.   

As a department, we would like to thank all those who are commiƩed to community growth and develop‐

ment as we conƟnue to remain interacƟve with our residents to persistently build posiƟve relaƟonships be‐

tween the police and the community. We look forward to building and implemenƟng more successful com‐

munity based programs with you. The Willow Springs Police Department is commiƩed, and will conƟnue to 

remain a community oriented police agency that is recepƟve and sensiƟve to our residents, the business 

community, and visitors to our great village.   

Senior Club News 



Senior S.A.F.E Program 
 

The Willow Springs Police Department is partnering with the Willow Springs Seniors Club to introduce the 

Senior S.A.F.E program that will assist our senior residents.  The Village deeply values those less fortunate 

and do not have family or friends to check in on their well‐being on a regular basis.  

 

This program allows the police department to maintain criƟcal informaƟon to assist those in need of po‐

lice or medical assistance. When Willow Springs Police personnel are noƟfied to check on a senior’s well‐

being and receive no response, they are commiƩed to making contact and communicaƟng with the resi‐

dent.  If all contact means are exhausted, forced entry might have to be made into the residence.   

 

By filling out the S.A.F.E. (Senior Awareness For Everyone) form, which includes emergency contact infor‐

maƟon and phone numbers, police officers will aƩempt to reach those listed on the form in order to de‐

termine the best possible response to the situaƟon presented.  It is important to list any perƟnent infor‐

maƟon in the event the senior is ill or having a medical emergency and must be transported to the hospi‐

tal for care.  In this type of situaƟon, those listed as emergency contacts will be immediately noƟfied and 

can provide any current medical history or vital  informaƟon which can assist emergency or hospital per‐

sonnel.   

 

The S.A.F.E program  is designed for senior ciƟzens who are age 60 and older, or for any village resident 

who  is physically or mentally challenged.   The Willow Springs Police Department encourages those who 

need special assistance to complete the form to parƟcipate in the program.  Contact forms will be availa‐

ble at  the Willow Springs Police Department and  the Village website,  the Willow Springs Senior Center, 

and at the Village Hall.   

 

Please contact  the Willow Springs Police Department at 708‐839‐2732  if you have any quesƟons about 

Senior S.A.F.E., or  if you would  like to register or know of someone who  is a candidate for this program.  

ParƟcipaƟon is on a voluntary basis and all informaƟon is totally confidenƟal with the police department. 

 

Thank you for your interest in the S.A.F.E program, 

 

 

James Ritz 

Chief of Police 



FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY  

• FREE HOT DOG LUNCH  

• LIVE DEMONSTRATIONS  

• KIDS FIREFIGHTER CHALLENGE 

Watch exciting demos by: 

• S.W.A.T. TEAMS 

• K-9 Teams 

• EMERGENCy RESCUE TEAMS 

Check out the latest trucks, squads and equipment 

Public Works 
Fall leaf collection begins Monday, October 8 and continues every Monday until the first snowfall. Please 

pile leaves on your easement by 7 a.m. on Monday. DO NOT pile leaves in the street. It is a potential safety 

hazard for vehicles and pedestrians. DO NOT pile leaves on any of the storm sewer inlets. This causes block-

age, backup, and flooding. 

Branch pick up will continue once a month through the winter weather permitting. 

Lions Park bathrooms and splash pad closed October 1st and will re-open Memorial Day weekend. 

Easements and alleys are for utility access. Homeowners actually own the property and are therefore re-

sponsible for its maintenance.  

Sidewalks along Archer are also the responsibility of the property owner. However, the Village has made it a 

practice to clear the Archer Avenue sidewalk as a public service. Since clearing the roads takes a higher prior-

ity than clearing the sidewalks, any property owner that wants to jump in and clear the sidewalk before pub-

lic works is welcome and greatly appreciated.  

Saturday, October 13, 2018 

11am - 3pm 

Corner of German Church Road and Willow Springs Road  

 



P STNESER

LAS VEGAS
NIGHT

WILLOW SPRINGS 
LIONS CLUB

♠  RAFFLE  ♥  BIG WHEEL  ♣  POKER  ♦  BANG  ♠  
♦  BLACK JACK  ♣  TEXAS HOLD-EM  ♥  CHUCK-O-LUCK ♠

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND
7:00 PM TO 12:00 AM

 1st Prize: $250.00 CASH 2nd Prize: $200.00 CASH
 3rd Prize: $150.00 CASH 4th Prize: $100.00 CASH

Refreshments

ROYALTY WEST
8675 S. Archer Avenue ♦  Willow Springs, Illinois

      Donation: $5.00                        License CG-276



West Suburban Water  Commission News 

The West Suburban Water Commission has published its Annual Water Quality Report for 2017.  

It is available on line at www.westsuburbanwater.com/news/2017-consumer-confidence-report. 
  
If you would like a paper copy mailed or have questions, please feel free to contact the West suburban Wa-

ter Commission at (708) 458-7010. 

At the August 23rd West Suburban Water Commission board meeting the commissioners decided in order to 

be more fair to our seniors, the senior discount should be reconstructed. Seniors will now pay for their water 

usage only- there will be no minimum. 

REPORT AIR QUALITY DISTURBANCE / ASPHALT ODOR  

Please report any odors of asphalt in your neighborhood. Head to our website 

www.willowsprings-il.gov. Please follow REPORT ASPHALT ODOR link, complete and sub-

mit the form EVERY time you detect an odor of asphalt. You may also call the Village Hall 

to report. 

http://www.westsuburbanwater.com/news/2017-consumer-confidence-report






"THE REBIRTH OF WILLOW SPRINGS, IL"     
The following story is an introduction to what was written and published nationally some 20 years ago by today's 

longest running and continually growing new start-up business in Willow Springs, IL - Bonnie's Dining & Banquets. 

“Only in America” 

By Jim Parker

Some thirteen years ago my wife Bonnie and I decided to move our home and businesses from our Chicago 

birthplace and fifty-year residence. By its convenient location just thirty minutes southwest of Chicago’s loop, 

further enhanced by the embellishment of its surrounding twenty-thousand acres of wooded forest preserves, we 

were attracted to the small country town of Willow Springs IL.  

While more developed than rural Georgia of 1952, the town’s historical district appeared to have been avoided by 

a society interested in more affluent and upscale communities. The homes, standing side by side, displayed both 

shabbiness and opulence, like the rear lot of one of Hollywood's movie makers caught between filming the 

poverty of Henry Fonda’s 1940 Grapes of Wrath, and the grandeur of the Xanadu mansion in Orson Wells 1941 

classic, Citizen Kane.     

While village ordinances prohibited poultry and farm animals to run loose and chickens were no longer seen 

scratching in back lots, it wasn’t unusual to see people still arriving at their destinations on horseback. The 

commercial side of the town was in shambles. Appearing to be the largest commercial venture since the 

communities founding in the late 19th century, was a huge, almost totally abandon shopping center. Located in 

the center of town and carved into a mountainess hillside towering over its decaying parking lot, what fifteen years 

earlier represented the towns future, now represented blight and its inability to attract and support new business. 

The communities food service facilities consisted primarily of a seasonal hot dog stand, pizzas baked in the rear 

kitchen of a local tavern and a small grocery store selling sandwiches and hot carry out meals.  

The continuation of the above nationally published article regarding the upscale development of Willow Springs, IL over the 

past quarter century can be found on Bonnie's Dining & Banquets web site -  https://partiesatbonnies.com/     

As featured on ABC-TV Channel 7's 190 NORTH … 

Who and what we are … Collectively for over 73 years we are two separate venues uniquely designed under 

one roof - a public banquet facility and private billiard club that either independently or collectively host small to 

mid size planned parties and special events to accommodate 20 to 100 guests. Unique special events ranging 

from traditional family celebrations of life (Anniversaries, Graduations, Birthdays, Showers, Weddings, etc.), to 

corporate team building meetings, school, church, fund raisers and community events.     

 Hours …To host private functions for the public Bonnie's 100 seat dining room is available all 7 days a week. 

The restaurant side of Bonnie's is open to the public for dinner two evenings a week - Wednesday and Friday, 

serving between 6 PM and 8 PM - 9 PM closing - upon occasion advance reservations can be placed for 

extended hours to use the private billiard club after dinner. And as of October 2018 Bonnie's Cafe & Slots will 

open weekdays at 8 AM and weekends at 10 AM.     

*** This is a paid advertisement***

*** This is a paid advertisement***



Bonnie's Ice Cream Parlor and little Gift Shop 

have a new addition to service it's clientele who 

prefer Video Gaming and Slots, yet in a more 

private, Country Club decor. A decor enhanced 

with hand finished mahogany paneling, custom 

crafted cabinetry and even the freedom to tour 

Bonnie's 100 seat dining room and the Parker's 

oldest, most historically elegant private billiard 

club and living museum in the land. A club with a 

membership of such high integrity it's operated on 

an honor system for nearing 50 years! 

     ______________________________________________  

Bonnie’s Dining & Banquets - The Illinois Billiard Club - Bonnie's Cafe & Slots   

8442 - 8446 Archer Avenue / Willow Springs, IL 60480 / 708-839-5820 / https://partiesatbonnies.com/ 

Joseph Pulitzer 1847 - 1911      

"Rise above the mediocre and conventional" 

The Illinois Billiard Club and Bonnie's Dining & Banquets did ... over 73 years ago!

*** This is a paid advertisement***



 

One Village Circle, Willow Springs, IL 60480 

Phone:   708.467.3700 

Fax:        708.467.3710 

Web:      www.willowsprings-il.gov 

E-mail:   info@willowsprings-il.gov 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday through Friday; 

9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Every 2nd and 4th Thursday: 

9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
 

Village Committee/Board Meetings: 

2nd and 4th Thursday  of each month, 

7 p.m. 

 
The Village 

Of 
Willow Springs 




